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Ex situ conservation of rare plants by the Museum of Nature and Human Activities, Hyogo
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Abstract: Damage to wild plants caused by sika deer foraging is an increasingly serious
problem in many parts of Japan. To conserve wild plants, both in situ and ex situ conservation
efforts must be pursued simultaneously. The Museum of Nature and Human Activities, Hyogo
has implemented the Gene Bank Project aimed at ex situ conservation of wild plants since the
museum opened in 1992. As a response to damage caused by sika deer foraging on rare plants,
the Gene Bank Project is actively collecting seeds and spores from rare plants that have been
affected in order to preserve the seeds in cold storage as well as cultivate the plants.
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