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Trends in agricultural damage caused by deer in villages and evaluation of
measures by survey
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Absrtact: A survey study was conducted to analyze trends in agricultural damage caused

by sika deer in villages since 2004. The number of affected villages increased over time.
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The proportion of villages that reported “significant” or “grave” damage exhibited a
plateau. Villages that introduced a protective fence displayed a decline in damage. In
particular, those that made extensive efforts to introduce fences displayed a marked
decrease. Furthermore, villages that conducted community-based capturing of deer
indicated a decrease in damage. Villages that used both protective fences and capture-
based measures reported significant decreases in damage. Across the prefecture as a
whole, the number of affected villages increased over time, and the proportion of affected
villages exhibited a plateau. However, those that implement effective measures report a
decrease in damage. Accordingly, it is necessary to identify villages where damage has
decreased or increased and take appropriate measures.

Keywords: capture, forest edge, protective fence, verification
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