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Case reports on Hepatozoon ursi and Dirofilaria ursiinfections and
breast adenocarcinoma in Japanese black bear from Hyogo Prefecture, Japan
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Abstract: We reported Hepatozoon ursi infections in the lungs of Japanese black bears
from Hyogo Prefecture, Japan. The infections did not show age- or sex-specificity. This
may be the first report of H. ursi infections in the eastern Chugoku and northern Kinki
populations of Japanese black bear in Hyogo Prefecture. All 10 bears were infected by
Dirofilaria ursi, and many microfilariae were observed in the pulmonary blood vessels.
Granulomatous inflammation with Langhans giant cells in the liver was observed in two
bears. The factor causing inflammation was not determined, and tests for acid-fast
bacterium, bacterium, and fungi were negative. Breast adenocarcinoma was observed in

one bear.
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