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Case studies of measures for black bear invasion into areas where humans live
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Abstract: This report summarizes case studies of measures for invasions into residential
areas or houses by black bears, according to “The Act on Protection and Control of Wildlife
and Control of Hunting” and Article 4, Paragraph 1 of “The Police Duties Execution Act”
in Hyogo Prefecture. There have been 21 reports of black bears in residential areas or in

homes since 2003, when The Specified Wildlife Conservation and Management Plans for
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black bear was formulated. Most of these bears were debilitated due to old age or traffic
accidents. We have been preparing to deal with sudden and dangerous incidents in the
field. However, from this case study, it can be considered that the knowledge and skills of
responders may be insufficient. There were disagreements regarding permissions and
enforcement of the two laws in some cases, and it took time to finalize the response. In
Hyogo, seminars held every year provide an opportunity for concerned officers to learn
about bear ecology and effective responses. Additionally, the prefecture has been working
with the police on measures for residential areas. However, more preparations are needed,
including consensus building and dissemination of range limits of anesthesia guns.

Keywords: debilitated, invasion of house, The Act on Control of Wildlife, The Police Duties

Execution Act, tranquillizer gun
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