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Monitoring system after culling for the control of
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Abstract: In Hyogo Prefecture, culled black bears have been collected and dissected since
2002. We summarized the status of data analysis and feedback to management by
organizing a data collection system for specimens in chronological order. The collection

system was modified over time, from a trial in 2002 to bear management based on a
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Specified Wildlife Conservation and Management Plan in 2003, the establishment of the
Wildlife Management Research Center, Hyogo in 2007, a population increase in 2011, the
lifting of the hunting ban in 2016, and the start of zoning management in 2018. To address
the lifting of the hunting ban, about 25 monitoring surveyors were assigned during one
month of the bear hunting period to record hunting sites, microchip IDs, estimated age
and weight, and the collection of the uterus and ovaries for females. Since 2002, 529 bears
were culled and 543 specimens were obtained from traffic accidents, natural deaths, bears
killed in neighboring prefectures, etc. In addition to analyzing age, reproductive status,
bone abnormalities, and genetic characteristics, the system is also used to verify field

decisions.

Keywords: culling, hunting, microchip, the Specified Wildlife Conservation and Management

Plans, unintended capture
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