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Abstract: Two local populations of Japanese black bear inhabit in Hyogo Prefecture, and

their geographical distributions are divided by the Maruyama River. Population sizes and
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growth rates are estimated annually from monitoring data. The population size increased
from 2005 but decreased in recent years. Expanded distributions, especially in the middle
and southern part of the prefecture, have corresponded with an increase in bear sightings.
The increase in bear sightings around settlements has resulted in psychological damage
among residents. Unintentional captures have increased, with recent signs that they are
leveling off. Over 70% of unintentional captures were in snare traps for the control of deer
and wild boars. Culling of bears has increased, especially since 2017, when intensive
culling around settlements was permitted. About two injuries caused by bear attacks have
been reported per year since 2016. For the conservation of bear populations and control of
damage, a Specified Wildlife Conservation and Management Plan for black bears was
established in Hyogo Prefecture. Based on a population assessment and the risks of
extinction and damage, an adaptive management strategy was applied.

Keywords: conservation of local population, damage control, management plan
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