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Development of a regional management system for Japanese black bear
populations in northern Kinki and eastern Chiugoku
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Abstract: Two populations of Japanese black bear (Ursus thibetanus) are distributed in
Hyogo Prefecture and neighboring areas. To manage bear populations inhabiting the
prefectural boundary, a regional management system was developed in 2018. The
management council established the guidelines for the management of bear populations,
guiding the implementation of conservation and management plans by prefectures. The
regional management council estimated regional population dynamics by using integrated

data collected by each prefecture, and the estimation was validated by a scientific
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